
Descendants of Matthias < CORWIN


Generation No. 1
hter of John SHATSWELL and Judith (DILLINGHAM (?).  He married (2) Margaret MORTON 1625, daughter of Bishop MORTON and Agnes WEBSTER.

Notes for Matthias < CORWIN:
SOURCE:  "COLONIAL FAMILIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" -McKenzie Genealogical Publishing Co., 1966, page 163

SOURCE:  "JOSEPH DICKINSON & FAMILY "  Compiled by William Hedrick Maddox, MD, (WHM)  1944
GY (page 78) and other sources state that George came to America in 1638.)

(It is my personal opinion that Matthias Corwin was the uncle of George Curwen. WGC)

NOTICE ! ! !  THE PARENTS/ANCESTORS OF MATTHIAS CORWIN HAVE NOT YET BEEN PROVEN TO MY SATISFACTION.  THE  CORWIN ANCESTOR PEDIGREE APPEARING HERE IS BASED UPON A "A HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT HOUSE OF CURWEN" by John F. Curwen (1928), page 198 WHICH STATES;  "There is a complaint of this Matthew (Corwin) and Margaret his wife, daughter of Judith Shatchwell, widow, against William Smyth concerning Shatchwell property in Sibbertoft, England.

MANY PEOPLE RESEARCHING THE CORWIN LINE BELIEVE THAT THE "MATTHEW" REFERRED TO HERE IS OUR "MATTHIAS" AND THAT  MARGARET SATCHWELL IS THE MARGARET ( nee MORTON?) REFERRED TO IN THE CORWIN GENEALOGY.  THE NAMES OF THE CHILDREN OF MATTHIAS AND MARGARET SATCHWELL CORWIN (I.E., JOHN, THEOPHILUS AND MARTHA) ARE IDENTICAL TO THE NAMES ATTRIBUTED TO THE CHILDREN OF MATTHIAS AND MARGARET (MORTON ?) CORWIN. ACCORDING TO "EARLY AMERICAN CORWINS", page 305  "the record of Matthias and Margaret Shatswell Corwin was accepted by the "COLONIAL DAMES XVII CENTURY."  This is further corroborated by the Essex Institute, Proc. 40: 299-304.

HOWEVER, AS DATA PERTAINING TO OUR POSSIBLE ENGLISH CURWEN ANCESTORS HAS NOT AS YET BEEN CONCLUSIVELY PROVEN TO MY SATISFACTION, ALL ANCESTORS OF MATTHIAS CORWIN ARE PRESENTED HERE ONLY TO ASSIST IN MY FUTURE RESEARCH AND SHOULD NOT BE RELIED UPON UNTIL A CONNECTION IS PROVEN.  -WGC-

According to the following sources, Matthias Corwin arrived in Massachusetts in 1634;

 " TOPOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF 2,885 ENGLISH EMIGRANTS", by Charles Edw.
Banks, (1957), page 128;

" SHIP PASSENGER LISTS. NATIONAL & NEW ENGLAND", by Carl Boyer (1977),
page 22;

" SHIPWRIGHTS, FISHERMAN, PASSENGERS - THE NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 10", by Charles B. Moore (April 1879), pp. 66-67
 any of the immigrants brought over).  He is said to have come from Warwick, England.  SOURCE: "HISTORY OF IPSWICH", Felt      SOURCE: "THE CORWIN GENEALOGY",  (1872), page xviii of the Introduction.

IMMIGRATION: MATTHIAS CORWIN, b. in England, 1590-1600; d. at Southold, Long Island, New York, September 12, 1658; came to America, it is said, from Warwick, England, and was at Ipswich, Massachusetts, 1634; m. Margaret (----) nee' Morton ?).   His name also appears written sometimes "CURWIN", and even "CURRIN".  His name appears on the Commoner's Record at Ipswich, Mass. in 1634 as Currin, when he receives a second grant of land in that place.    SOURCE:  "COLONIAL FAMILIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" ,  MacKenzie Genealogical Publishing Co. (1966), page 163.

When the tide of immigration turned from the older settlements toward the beautiful Connecticut valleys, he joined the companies that forged into the wilderness.  His name as CURWIN appears among the first founders of New Haven, Conn.  In October, 1640, he joined the company moving to Southold, Long Island, New York.  Here he lived for 18 years until his death, having been in America for approximately 25 years.  He played an active role in the civil and religious affairs of Southold. He received a lot of land for a house directly opposite the present Congressional Church in Southold.  The new lecture room of that church now (1871) stands on the very plot.  On December 11, 1656, he was appointed, together with William Wells, Lt. Budd, Barnabas Horton, and William Purrier to order town affairs.

According to the notes of Harold E. Corwin, Jr., Dayton, Ohio, Matthias came to America on Nov. 11, 1630 aboard  the "LYON" and landed at Plymouth, Mass.  His place of birth is given as Warwickshire, England. However, in his cover letter, Mr. Corwin states that "Matthias and George came to America in 1634 from Northampton, England on "Ye Goode Shippe Lyon". (????)

It is supposed that the name  Corwin comes from the village of Corvinus, in Wallachia, Turkey, on the river Danube, so named by one of the Greek emperors out of respect to Marcus Valerius Corvinus, a Roman consul and most worthy man.  It is now a common name in Austria and Germany.  Some writers claim that the celebrated warrior, John Hunyadi Corvinus, commander in the great Battle of Belgrade, 1456, was from this village, and that his son, the still more celebrated king of Hungry, was the ancestor of the American immigrant, Matthias Corwin". SOURCE: "THE CORWIN GENEALOGY",  (1872),
ge Curwin (being inscribed Georgii Curwin Liber. Anno 1715)."

The book's fly-leaf inscription lists the name "John Curwin" followed by the names of three sons; Thomas, Matthias and George.  The two wives of George are then listed, followed by the names of their children and those of their descendants.  Mr. Waters then concludes; "Coming now to consider soberly the question of the relationship of Matthias and George Corwin, as shown by the family tree of the Rev. George Curwin, he would not hastily reject it in favor of the unverified (Hungarian) tradition, but  would carefully investigate the Curwen family records and papers."

"Finding a paper inscribed with a tracing of the arms of Corwin, impaling Sheaf, with a description in good heraldic terms, all in the handwriting of the same individual, and signed "George Curwin, 1698", he would reason that if anyone, at 15 years of age, would take such an interest in his family as to make a drawing and description of the arms of his father's and mother's families, and, again seventeen years afterwards  and more, would take the trouble to construct a family tree which should not only show the children, grandchildren and great grandchildren of his grandfather, George Corwin, but also show who that grandfather's father and two brothers were, giving them definite names, such a man would not likely to have lost his interest in such  atters in the long interval between these two performances, but, having an English speaking tongue in his head and not being a fool must undoubtedly have talked over the history of his family with his elders, "many a time and oft" during those seventeen years or more, and would not be likely to put down names of people whom he had never seen or known personally for great grandfather and great uncles on a mere "supposition" of his own, but would doubtlessly have derived his information about these remote relatives and their names from some member of his family who belonged to a previous generation. From whom  more likely than from his own father, the Honorable Jonathan Corwin?  He was living at the time that the pedigree was constructed, for he outlived his son."

"Plain common sense would not then deem it too violent an assumption, under these circumstances, to look on the pedigree as virtually the statement of Judge Corwin himself, who was more than 40 years old when his father died, and who would have to be an ignoramus, indeed, in genealogical matters, if he did not know who his father's brothers were, or, at least, if he did not know whether Matthias was his uncle or not."

"Continuing his search, the investigator would find, in one of Captain George Corwin's Account Books (now in possession of the Essex Institute), the following account;  "Know all men by this present wrighting that I,Thomas Dorman of Topsfield ser dowe acknolledge my sellve indebted to George Corwin of Sallem foarten pounds Starling, wch is in Consedrasion of som Land now in the hands of Eben Mores which was Mattias Corwins, the which som of ffoarteen pounds Starling mony ball is in goods of beef pork wheat or mallt and to be payed at Reat yt Corwin takes it of other men from shorp goods and for true performance hear of I dowe bind my sellve ears exsectrs admenestratratrs or assins as wentnes my hand."  3; 9; Mo (16)56        THOMAS DORMAN

Witness:  Thomas Putnam       Samuel Gardner

"(An investigator would) examine the Ipswich Records of Deeds and find his search rewarded by the following:  -"Theophilus Shatswell of Haverhill Co., Norfolk, for fifteen pounds, sells to Thomas Dorman, of Topsfield, forty acres of land in Topsfield, having the land of the Widow Lumpkin toward the N., the land of Matthias Corwin toward the S., and some common land on the E. and W. March 6, 1653."  (Book II, page 187)

"Evan Morice of Topsfield (the "Eben Mores" of the Book Acet), in the County of Essex, for twenty pounds, conveyed to Thomas Dorman (22, 10 mo., 1657), all that parcel of land he had bought of Mr. George Corwin of Salem, containing forty-eight acres of upland, more or less, in Pine plain in the Township of Topsfield, bounded on the Commons E. and W., land in the occupation of Robert Andrews N. and land of said Thomas Dorman S."

"Thus we have established the whereabouts of the fifty acre farm our Matthias Corwin, be he Hungarian, Welsh or Austrian, once held and occupied in these bleak northern lands before he went off to found a line of American Corwins under milder skies.  These discoveries do not run counter to the "supposition" of the Rev. George (Curwin). but rather seem to strengthen it."

"Nothing, indeed, would be more natural than for George, the merchant, to take this farm off the hands of his brother Matthias, the farmer, when the latter made up his mind to change his home, with the chance of getting rid of it within a few years, as it seems he did by some unrecorded sale to "Evan Morice".  If asked, why then does not the deed of Matthias to his brother appear on record, common sense would deem it a sufficient answer that the transaction was made before such records began to be kept in accordance with colonial law."

"Notice the similarity of names between Theophilus Shatswell and Theophilus Corwin (the second son of Matthias), and the fact that Theophilus Shatswell was the next (door) neighbor of Mr. Corwin on the North. So, looking among the old wills of Essex County, he will find that of John Satchwell (Shatswell) of Ipswich, 11 Feb., 1646, pro. 30 Mar., 1646-7 (Ipswich Deeds, Book 1, page 80), in which he mentions wife Johanna, son Richard (about to marry Rebecca Tuttle), "my brothers and sisters children that are here in New England." brother Theophilus Shatswell, "my brother Curwin", sister Webster, etc."

"Note that George Corwin of Salem is said to have married a daughter of John Herbert of Northampton, England; that a John Herbert from Northampton is found early in Salem; that this John Herbert and Thomas Moore of Southold, in 1656, sell land in Salem adjoining each other, and that, in 1655, both of these names appear in a list of owners of land adjoining the lands of Matthias Corwin in Southold. A close examination of this list of abutters on lands of Matthias Corwin, in Southold, shows besides the two names instanced above the following names, all familiar to the eyes of one who knows the Salem records, viz: Phillemon Dickinson (Dickerson), Charles Glover, John Scudder, Jeremiah Vail, and Abraham Whitehare.  John Tuthill, who also owned land next to Matthias Corwin, was probably the husband of Deliverance King, another Salem name.  It looks suspiciously like a Salem neighborhood there in Southold."

"In view of these facts discovered and these coincidences noted, our investigator will venture . . ." that the family-tree constructed by the Rev. George Curwin in 1715-1717 has struck me as quite plausible and (I) feel disposed to accept the theory of the fraternal relationship of Thomas, George and Matthias Corwin until it is disproven by indisputable documentary evidence."  SOURCE:  "MATTHIAS CORWIN OF SOUTHOLD, L.I. - His parentage and his Relationship to George Corwin of Salem" by Henry Fitz-Gilbert Waters of Salem, Mass. (From Historical Collections of Essex Institute, Vol. XVII)  Salem, Essex Institute 1881.

David Rittenhouse Porter Corwin lists his ancestors line dating back to "........son of Matthias, 1590-1658, of Ipswich, Mass., 1633; son of John Corwin of Sibbertoft, Northamptonshire, England.   SOURCE: " MATTHEWS AMERICAN ARMOURY AND BLUE BOOK",  published by John Matthews, page 33

TIME LINE OF IMPORTANT EVENTS:

1655 - Land and meadow at Southold. Will executed; John Underhill and Barnabas Horton, witnesses; date not stated, but doubtless while John Underhill was in outhold. 

1658 - Sept.  Estate appraised by Wm. Purrier and Charles Glover at L313.

1660 - March 6   (Will) Proved at Southold and sent to New Haven.
- Personal Index Prior To 1698 and
Index of 1698  by Charles Moore, 1868, page 14

"Given and Granted unto Mathias Currin, two acres of Land lyinge unto his house on the east thereof, to him,his heirs or assigns."

"December 29, 1634  - Given and Granted unto John Webster (the husband of Mary, sister of Margaret Shatswell),  and unto Mathias Curren and unto Phillip Fowler, and unto William Mouedy, and unto Thomas Dorman, and unto Christopher Osgood, and unto Joseph Medcalfe to each of them, 4 acres of meadowe and marsh land as it will arise in 40 pole or rod by the land side unto them, their heirs or assigns, lyeinge Northward of the Town, the marsh is not limited unto them".  SOURCE: "ANCIENT RECORDS OF THE TOWN OF IPSWICH 1634-1654" by George A. Schofield (1899)

On December 5, 1655, the property of Matthias Curwin is described as follows; (1) House lot, 4 acres, with lot of Barnabas Horton on the west, and that of Thomas Z. Keryhes (?) on the east. (2) 18 acres of woodland, toward the North Sea (i.e., L.I. Sound), bounded north by lands of Henry Whitnie, formerly, (now Pastor Young's), south by lands of Thomas Moore. (3) 21 acres of woodland, toward the North Sea, bounded by Mr. Well's (formerly Thomas Peakin's) lands east, and Mr. Hubbard's west.  (4) 6 acres of woodland in the neck, near Tom's Creek Head; lands of Philemon Dickinson, north and John Hubbard's, south. (#5 & #6 are missing due to a printers error),  (7)  2 acres of meadow at the head of Tom's Creek, (8) 15 acres of woodland, adjoining the meadow of John Tucker and John Herbert; lands of Purrier, west and Henry Whitnie, east.

SOUTHOLD, AUGUST 31, 1658 The Last Will & Testament of me, Mathias Curwin, beinge in perfect memorie, do, in the name of our Lord God & all men, comit my soule to God, & my bodie to the dust from whence it came. My Will is, that my wife Margarett Curwin, & my son John Curwin, shall be my true and lawful executors to administer upon my present estate as followeth:

ITEM: I give to my Daughter, Martha, twentie pounds sterlinge, and over and above such goods my wife shall buy for her in the bay (?) .  ITEM:  I give unto my sonn, Theophilus, 20 pounds sterlinge, to bee paid to them when they shall leave their mother, accordinge to the law and custome of this Colonie. ITEM: The remainder of my estate I give to my wife and son, John, equally betwixt them until my wife marrie.  But in case shee shall marrie, then my son, John, is to pay unto her 40 lbs. sterlinge uppon the day of her marriage.  And this, my Will and Testament, to stand in full force & power after my decease.   In presence of John Underhill and Barnabas Horton.

MATTHIAS CURWIN  SOURCE; "SOUTHOLD TOWN RECORDS",  Lib. B, p. 95.

LINEAGE SOURCE:  LDS ANCESTRAL FILE 9LIH-37 and Family Bible records of Thomas Peter Corwin.

Also; Matthias Corwin, son of John and Marjory Curwen, born 1590-1600 died 1658, married Margaret Shatswell, of Ipswich, Suffolk, England. She was the daughter of John b. ca 1574 and Judith b. ca 1578 Shatswell.  SOURCE: "CORWIN COUSINS", Ellen Faye Van Houten, published for the Corwin Reunion held in Lebanon, Ohio August 6, 1989




More About Matthias < CORWIN:
Immigration: 1634 from Warwick, England on the "Lyon"

Notes for Margaret < SHATSWELL:
"John and Johanna Shatswell, (the brother and the sister-in-law of Margaret Shatswell) came to Ipswich (Mass.) in 1633. He was one of the first to erect a house for himself, and was appointed a surveyor of the land upon which others built. His homestead is still in the possession of his descendants, and has never been out of the name. He had a wife Johanna; an only child Richard, who married Rebecca Tuttle; a brother Theophilus, who settled in Haverhill; a sister, Mary (Mrs. John Webster); and a brother-in-law, Matthias Curwin.

"After his death, his wife Johanna, (so says Savage,) married John Green,  of Charlestown, and died April 17, 1673. His sister, Mary, wife of John Webster, was left a widow and married John Emory, of Newbury, who came from Romsey, England."

These excerpts from the Will of John Satchwell dated February 1, 1646 are of particular interest.   The names of his brothers would indicate that a close relationship must have existed between his parents (John and Judith Shatswell) and some members of the Curwen line;
(One of the sons of Matthias Corwin was also named Theophilus.)

"To my brother Curwin my stuffe Sute."  (Was this a brother named in honor of the Curwin family, or was it a reference to his brother-in-law, Matthias Corwin?)

According to EARLY AMERICAN CORWINS, page 305  "the record of Matthias and
Margaret Shatswell Corwin was accepted by the COLONIAL DAMES XVII
CENTURY."


Marriage Notes for Matthias CORWIN and Margaret SHATSWELL:
SOURCE: LDS ANCESTRAL FILE, version 4.17

	
Children of Matthias CORWIN and Margaret SHATSWELL are:
+	2	i.	John <9 CORWIN, born Abt. 1630 in Warwickshire, England; died September 25, 1702 in Southold, Suffolk Co, NY.
+	3	ii.	Theophilus CORWIN, born Abt. 1634 in Ipswich, Essex Co, Mass; died 1692.
+	4	iii.	Martha CORWIN, born Abt. 1635 in Ipswich, Essex Co, Mass; died 1707.


Generation No. 2

	2.  John <9 CORWIN (Matthias <8, Henry <7 CURWEN, Thomas <6, Rev. Thomas <5, William <4, 1517Thomas <3, Christopher <2, John <1) was born Abt. 1630 in Warwickshire, England, and died September 25, 1702 in Southold, Suffolk Co, NY.  He married Mary < GLOVER February 4, 1658 in Southold, Suffolk Co, NY, daughter of Charles GLOVER and Elizabeth (--?--).ftwnamefirstend  < CORWIN:
SOURCE: LDS ANCESTRAL FILE PLIH-5K, and Bible Records of Thomas Peter Corwin.

SOURCE 2: "COLONIAL FAMILIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA",  (1966),
page 164

TIME LINE OF IMPORTANT EVENTS:

1661  - Bought land and meadow at Oyster Pond and Aquebogue, L.I., NY

1662  - He was admitted as a freeman of Connecticut, for Southold.

1675  - He was rated for 2 heads, 21 acres, 16 cattle, 9 horses, 5 swine, 6 sheep, L228 10s.  (SOURCE:  Doc. Hist. N.Y. ii 259.)

1678  - He united in deed for common lands.

1679  - He issued a deed to John Sweezy for a lot in "brush meadow."

1683  - John "Carwine" of Southold was estimated to be worth L131. (SOURCE:  Doc. Hist. ii 310.)

1686  - He had 4 males and 1 female in his family.

1689  - He deeded to John Paine 1 acre meadow at Goose Creek.

1691  - He deeded to R. Howell a meadow in Aquebogue.

1695  - He deeded to his eldest son, John, Jr., 50 acres.

1696  - He deeded to Simon Grover 10 acres on Mill Pond Creek.

1696  - His name occurs in the Census List 1698, (SOURCE:  Doc. Hist. N.Y. i 450) with names of all his children, excepting Mary and Rebecca, who were already married.

SOURCE:  All of the above NY Historical documents are listed as the original source in "THE CORWIN GENEALOGY",  (1872), page 116

WILL OF JOHN CORWIN:     November 26, 1700

"In ye name of God, Amen.  I, John Corwin, Senr., of Southold, in ye County of Suffolk & Province of New Yorke, being aged, but in health of body & of a sound & pfect memory, doe make this my last Will and Testamt, as followeth.

First, I bequeath my spirit to God that gave it & my body to be decently buried in hope of ye resurrection again with Jesus Christ, at ye last day, &c. And for my worldly estate, after my just debts and funeral charges paid, I doe bequeath as followeth:

Impmus, I give & bequeath to my eldest son, John Corwin, one hundred acres of ye land lying and being at Mattchucke, be it more or less, ye land of Jonathan Reeve on ye west; also one first lot of meadow at ye deep Creeke & all my meadow at ye other side of Peaconnucke River, and also a third lot of upland agt ye Indian field, and one first lot of upland on ye north side of ye high way near ye fresh meadow, and a third lot of upland on ye south side of Hogge Neck, and one lot of Creek thatch at ye Indian Necke; all & every part of upland & meadows as above recited I doe give & bequeath unto my said son John Corwin, his heirs & assignes for ever, to Have & to Hold in his & their own proper right for ever, &c., as also one lot of Commonage to him as above sd, &c.
r 2dly, I give & bequeath unto my second son Matthias Corwin my dwelling house, barne, & home lot, also one & twenty acres of woodland on ye north side of S-hold, near ye Cleft, and eighteen acres of upland at ye backside lots, and a third lot of meadow eastward from John Budds, and a third lot of meadow at ye head of ye Millpond, & a second lot of meadow in Pine Necke, & one lot of Commonage, all which, housing, barne, & Lands, & meadows I give and bequeath unto my second son Matthias Corwin, & to his Heirs & assigns for ever, to possess & enjoy in his & their owne proper right for ever, &c.

3rdly, I give and bequeath to my youngest son, Samll Corwin, one hundred acres of upland, more or less, lying & being at Mattchucke, east from ye land of Jonathan Reeve, also one first lot of meadow at ye Deep Creeke, and a second lot of Creek thatch at Indian Necke, together with on lot of Commonage to him my sd son, Samll Corwin, to have & to hold to him, his heirs, & assignes for ever, &c.  As also I give one first lot layd out at ye Wading River, with halfe ye commonage belonging, yet undivided, &c.

4thly, I doe give & bequeath to my daughter Sarah, now ye wife of Jacob Osmon, one cow, to be delivered by my executor hereafter mentioned.

5thly, I doe give & bequeath to my daughter Rebecca, now ye wife of Abram Osmon, one cow, to be delivered after my decease.

6thly, I give & bequeath to my daughter, Hannah Corwin, one young cow or cow kind.

7thly, I give & bequeath to my daughter, Abigail Corwin, one young cow or cow kind.

8thly, I give & bequeath to my grand child Sarah, ye daughter of Jacob Mapes, one cow, all wch is to be delivered after my decease by my executor hereafter mentioned, & my horse & my plow & plow irons I give to my son Samll Corwin, and all my sheep to be equally divided between my two youngest sons and all my daughters equally, &c., and what carpenters tools I leave to be equally divided between my three sons &c.

I give my oxen, & carts, & wheels, & one plow with irons, & ye bed I ly on to my two youngest sons, Matthias Corwin & Samll Corwin, equally to be divided. Also I doe make & ordein my second son, Matthias Corwin, my sole executor to see this my Last Will and Testamt duly pformed, and this I declare to be my Last Will & Testmt, as witness my hand & seale this 26 day of November, 1700.

JOHN CORWIN   (Seal)

Signed & sealed as witness by us--- JOSHUA WELLS,    JAMES REEVE,    STEPHEN
BAYLEY.

By ye tenour of these presents know ye yt on ye 14th day of Octob, Anno Dni, 1702, at ye Mannr of St. Georges, in ye County of Suffolk, before Coll. William Smith, Judge of ye Prerogative Court, in ye sd county, was proved & approved ye Last Will & Testamt of John Corwin, late of Southold, in ye sd county, deceased on ye 25th day of Sept., 1702, who by his sd will did nominate & appoint Mathias Corwin, his son, his sole exectuor, to whom was granted ye adminsn of all & singular ye goods, chattels,  & credits of ye sd deceased.  SOURCE: "THE CORWIN GENEALOGY",  pages 116 and 117.

LINEAGE SOURCE:  LDS ANCESTRAL FILE C9KW-2S and Family Bible records of Thomas Peter Corwin.
